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sation with his wife on public affairs. Urge, among other things, the advantage to be derived from changing the entours of the Queen."
" This morning [April 25th] Paine calls and tells me that the Marquis de Lafayette has accepted the position of head of the National Guards."
The dramatic side of this apparent devotion to Lafayette was intense and thoroughly French. Through the rain and on foot the Corps Municipal went to him and on their knees took oath to meet him again at the head of the National Guards. But the' blow had been struck, this oath of blind obedience was soon turned into ridicule, and the battalion which first took it was called in derision " Le bataillon des aveugles." Lafayette's power, under the aspersions of Marat, the cries of some to beware of "Cromwell," and the warnings of Camille Desmoulins, mingled with his despairing wail that " Paris, a Men meilleur droit que la ville des Etats-Unis; pourrait s'appeler Fayette-ville," was on the downward road. Lafayette, said L'ami du Peuple, was to be seen, in the hat of a simple grenadier, going through the cabarets and cafe's trying to reanimate the soldiers and his dying popularity.
"Madame de.Flahaut, I find [April 26th], has not declined the plan proposed for her husband. Her Bishop advises otherwise, because the King may make such a choice as that M. de Flahaut will not be unsuitable to the rest, and because the refusal may offend a weak mind though founded on reasons which should attach. I add a reason which had arisen in my mind, viz., that when once taken up the Court cannot again let them fall,,so that it will be a kind of provision for her in all events. Go and sit with Madame de Segur some time. She shows me the letter from the Duke of Orleans to Madame de Chastellux, with the answer of the latter. I find Lady Sutherland atrom hence to the Comte de Montmorin's, and have along and interesting conver-cted with America, if your rulers could makes in this."e members of that club, and with the exception of a dozen members among you I distrust all of you." While the Club of '89 enjoyed their beautiful surroundings, the old Jacobin Club of the Rue St. Honore manufactured, by the light of their flambeaux, the means to push the Revolution to its completion. popular cause, and voted generally with the Girondists, but not for the king's death. He attacked violently the Constitution of 1793, a**d was obliged to seek safety against the Revolution, and for eight months he found an asylum in the house of Madame Vernet, where he wrote his famous Progre's deTesprit humain. A longing for fresh air impelled him to leave his house ; he was arrested, thrown into prison, and ended his life by poison.                |
